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Spring Term 2020  
It has been a busy start to the New Year here at SparkFish. We are delighted to be able 

to work with 23 schools locally and to work with them in different ways with our three 

streams of work: Learn, THINK and Hope. Within our Learn strand we have been 

supporting three of our local schools with their Christian Unions. One of the schools we 

work with has been St Bede’s School, where we are running a space in the chapel every 

Tuesday for prayer and craft which has been well attended by students as a quiet place 

to be at lunchtime. 

 

We value the opportunity to share with our supporting churches about how the work at 

SparkFish is developing and it was great to be able to share with the community at St 

Mary’s Reigate this month. George shared the parable of the sower using Godly 

play, we spent some time praying for our local schools and also remembered those 

in our communities who would value prayer at this time. We are currently also 

preparing for our Easter Experience event where we have a wonderful volunteer 

team involved in acting in five days of performances which are attended by year 5 

students from local schools. The team at SparkFish would like to thank all of our 

partner youth and children’s workers, local ministers, supporters and our volunteer 

team without whom we would not be able to support so many local schools in so 

many different ways. 

Lindsey – ‘Learn’ Co-ordinator and Co-ordinator of Schools Ministry  

(Maternity cover) 

 

 

Martin Beard Memorial 

It was with great sorrow that we learned of the death of Martin Beard, Headteacher at 

Merstham Park Secondary School. He clearly touched so many lives in the different 

spheres of his life and will be greatly missed. We were very moved that the family 

requested donations to come to SparkFish. To date donations, including those given at 

the Church, have amounted to well over £4,000. As a small charity this makes a real 

difference to our work. You can make a donation and read the messages of support by 

visiting the ‘Donate’ page on our website: https://www.sparkfish.org.uk/donate 

 

“My Dad, Martin Beard, was a kind, encouraging and passionate Christian and head teacher. He aimed to get the best 

support for all his school children, and as a family we know that he would feel reassured to know that the local children 

were being further supported by a charity he knew and supported.” 

Megan Beard 

 

With grateful thanks, 

George Watt - Chair of SparkFish Trustees 

https://www.sparkfish.org.uk/donate


What is ‘Open the Book? 

Open the Book is a project of The Bible Society which has been 

popular for 20 years with schools in many places but has only 

recently reached our area. It enables Christians to contribute to 

Primary school assemblies in an accessible, acceptable way. A 

small team of volunteers from local churches presents a Bible 

story in the words of Bob Hartman’s Lion Storyteller Bible. The 

team backs up the skilful, faithful story-telling with simple 

costume, props and mime. Sometimes children take part in the 

drama too. It all takes less than 15 minutes, including a short 

reflection appropriate for children of any faith or none. The Bible 

Society provides training and resources to secure consistency 

and quality. In our local area, a team has been working out of St 

Luke’s Church Reigate for over a year, sharing Bible stories with 

Sandcross School, and a Redhill team has just begun story-

telling in St Matthew’s School – see the photos above. Open the Book is a great volunteering activity because it makes a big impact 

with a little time. Lindsey from our SparkFish team is involved in the project and would be pleased to give more information if you 

send her a message (lindsey@sparkfish.org.uk). 

Paul – Trustee 

 

THINK! at Holmesdale Community Infants School 

From 29th-31st January 2020, we ran Think at Holmesdale Community Infants School on the 

theme of Community. Around 240 children from years 1 and 2 visited the space and enjoyed 

exploring the activities. 

The children thought about what communities they are part of, decorated leaves to add to the 

community tree, and thought about the Pauline analogy of one 

body, many parts and drew or wrote things they are good at on 

one big body. They also thought about people who had argued and needed to come back together, 

using the co-operation zips, and wondered what the world would be like if everyone lived in community, 

or if everyone argued all the time, and which world they’d prefer to live in. 

It was lovely to have Father Martin (vicar) and Susannah (reader) from St. Mark’s Church joining us to 

help run some of the sessions. The children all recognized Father Martin from assemblies and church 

visits so it was a lovely opportunity to continue the relationship between the church and the school. 

Jen – THINK! Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Think! Spaces at Furzefield Primary School 2-5 March and at Reigate St Mary’s Prep School 16-20 March 

 Easter Experience at Reigate Park Church 18 - 20 and 23 - 24 March. For the cast from different local Churches and over 

680 year 5 children, from 13 local schools 

 Regular giving from individuals and churches, as well as grant applications being submitted to finance the running of 

SparkFish  

 The family of Martin Beard. staff and pupils of Merstham Park Secondary School following the loss of their Headteacher 

http://www.sparkfish.org.uk/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/open-the-book/
mailto:lindsey@sparkfish.org.uk

