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The Christmas Journey  
This November and December it was lovely to welcome over 800 year 2 

students from 13 local schools, to our two venues at Redhill Methodist Church 

and Reigate Park Church. The Christmas Journey is an interactive retelling of 

the Christmas story exploring why Christmas is important to Christians. The 

children have the opportunity to make bread with Mary, help the shepherds 

look after the sheep on the hill side, visit the stable and hear the story from the 

perspective of the animals, and meet a special angel. The children can also 

explore where the Christmas story fits in the wider bible story and find out more about the Wise men and their gifts. We had some 

lovely feedback from the children and staff members who enjoyed their time on the journey, one school sent us the following: 

 

‘We just wanted to thank SparkFish with all their wonderful volunteers who put on the Christmas Journey for us.  All (our) 

classes really enjoyed the experience and it was so beautifully done.’ 

 

‘Thank you all and same again next year please!’ 

 'Today, children in Year 2 travelled to Nazareth and Bethlehem (via Redhill Methodist Church!) to experience a “Christmas 

Journey” using drama to learn about and reflect upon the events of the first Christmas and the birth of Jesus Christ. Thank 

you to our friends from SparkFish for organising this special event.' 

 

The Christmas Journey would not be possible without a team of over 60 volunteers who take on the roles of actors, story tellers, 

Journey guides, minibus drivers, welcoming the groups and helping the children with craft activities. Volunteers are also involved in 

setting up and packing down the Journey at the different venues and provided much appreciated refreshments for the team and the 

staff from the schools. 

We would like to thank you all very much for your support and look forward to beginning the journey again next year.  

Lindsey – ‘Learn’ Co-ordinator and Co-ordinator of Schools Ministry (Maternity cover) 

 

 

 

 

 

Wray Common School 



What is ‘Draw & Talk’? 

The 'Draw and Talk' team has expanded into three schools this term: St Matthews, 

Furzefield and Salfords Primary Schools.  I've had the privilege of meeting with our 

lovely Drawing and Talking Practitioners, Lindsey, Jen and Helen during this term to 

hear about their work with the children they meet with week by week.  It's been 

encouraging to hear about children growing in confidence and having time to talk about 

things that are troubling them.   

 

What I have noticed most though, is that it is the relationship the practitioner has with 

the child that is key. It is the sitting with the child, watching and listening, asking 

questions about their drawing and taking a genuine unhurried interest that helps the 

child to know they are valued and cared for. It is that relationship that makes the difference - the unconditional positive regard for the 

child, that gifts them with the knowledge of acceptance of who they are and their story.  I'm reminded that our heavenly Father is 

like that with us.  He loves it when we simply sit with him and tell him our stories because it is in that moment of knowing he loves 

and accepts us, healing and hope comes into our lives. 

Claudia – Hope Co-ordinator 

 

 

THINK! 

We took Think! to Merstham Park School for the first time in 

October. Volunteers from Merstham Baptist Church, All Saints 

Church and St. Katherine’s had a brilliant couple of days seeing all 

of years 7 and 8 exploring freedom from stress and anxiety. The 

students responded really well to the activities and gave thoughtful 

feedback at the end.  

 

Many students recognised Think! from their primary schools but it 

was new to some. One year 8 in particular said he really 

appreciated having a reflective and calm space to process his 

emotions. It was an enjoyable few days and the staff and students 

gave lots of positive feedback. We hope to be invited back next 

year.  

Jen – THINK! Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The staff, volunteers and students who created successful Think! Spaces at Merstham Park and St Matthews 

 Over 800 year 2 children who attended the Christmas Journey, that they might understand the true meaning of Christmas 

 Rest for our staff and Trustees over Christmas and planning for the Spring Term 

 The developing Draw and Talk and Mentoring programmes 

 Finances in 2020 as the budget is set and for further grant applications 

 All our supporters who have continued to pray and give their time and money to the work of SparkFish 

 

Wishing you Christmas Blessings and a Peaceful New Year!
 

http://www.sparkfish.org.uk/

